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court, the functions of this body are almost altogether
advisory, and their use has become scarcely more than
a form.1

As the executive officer for local affairs, the prefect
The General carries out the resolutions of the General
Council. Council. This is the representative assembly
of the department, and is elected by universal suffrage,
one of the members being chosen in each canton for
six years, and half of them being renewed every three
years. The authority of the body is jealously limited.
Its competence is almost entirely confined to affairs
that are deemed to have a strictly local interest,2 and
even in regard to these its powers are not absolute, for
its votes on certain matters can be annulled by the
President of the Eepublic, and its budget, that is the
annual tax levy and list of appropriations, is not valid
without his approval. Although the Council has the
right of final decision in a considerable class of sub-
jects, its actual power over them is curtailed in a variety
of ways. In the first place it does not carry out its
own votes, but their execution is intrusted to an agent
of the central government, the prefect, who appoints
all the officials, manages the public institutions, and
signs the orders for all payments of money; the direct
control of the council over his performance of these
duties extending only to the election of a standing
commission which has little more than a right of inspec-

1  Vicomte d'Avenel, "La lUforme Administrative," Revue des Deux
Mondes, June 1,1889, p. 696.

2  Its functions in relation to the general administration consist in ap-
portioning certain direct taxes, in giving its advice when asked, and in
expressing its wishes on matters not connected with general politics.